>
>From: "Dee Ann Spencer" <dee_annspencer@hotmail.com>
>To: pogue@whitman.edu, fedinidaho@hotmail.com
>CC: cordell@atcnet.net
>Subject: Castle Rocks State Park Bunkhouse Project
>Date: Sun, 15 Jul 2007 09:57:15 -0600


The small community of Almo, Idaho needs your help in getting the word out to the users of Castle Rocks State Park. We feel that a 1.1 million dollar "Bunkhouse" for overnight lodging at the Castlesis not what the public wants there.

Please read the attached news article for an idea of what the
community is opposing.


The issue is in the Governor's office pending his decision on whether to allow the "Bunkhouse" to procede. The Cache Peak Civic Assn. of Almo and surrounding areas learned of this project in March 2007 and oppose this project. We feel the 1.1 million dollars appropriated for the project - (but not disclosed to the public by IDPR staff at the open houses held on the Castle Rocks Master Plan in  March of 2006) is not what the public recommended to IDPR. The public agreed on a primitive shelter/pavilion structure - not a 1.1 million dollar motel. The money is approved and needs to be spent in the next few months. The Governor can veto this project.
Petitions were circulated in Almo and 7 pages of signatures opposing the Bunkhouse project from locals as well as park visitors were collected in a short time due to a time constraint to get this info to the Governor.

Privately owned bed & breakfasts, a City of Rocks Retreat that accommodates 16 (with plans to add yurts and RV camping in the next year), cabins, and an inn currently under construction with plans for another to follow would be adversely affected by competition from the State. The high risk to the private business sector when competing against state government hampers further local economic development.

IDPR currently provides about 70 campsites at City of Rocks National Reserve and about 40 RV/tent sites at Smokey Mt. Campground, a $3
million facility, which is difficult to compete with in the private sector.
In addition, constructing an overnight lodging facility in the area of the ranch house in this pristine setting, is detrimental to the scenic vistas and serenity the park is known for.

Letters to the governor opposing this project are needed ASAP. Contact the Governor at: www.gov.idaho.gov go to: contact us and e-mail him from his site.

Other documents regarding this issue can be found at our website: www.almoidaho.com - click on CPCA - any category- to read letters exchanged between the park and Cache Peak Civic Assn. and other letters to legislators.

I just received an e-mail Saturday night from Wallace that an open house regarding the Bunkhouse project is scheduled at the Ranch House at Castle Rocks State Park on Wed. July 18 from 4-7 p.m. Time is short, but with enough letters written to the Governor from diverse groups, I believe we may still be able to stop this. We feel the money could be better spent in adequately staffing, equipping, and developing visitor services such as hiking & interpretive trails, or an interpretive center located outside the park, etc.

If you are opposed to an overnight lodging facility at Castle Rocks State Park - please inform your community and get e-mails or letters
to Governor Otter ASAP. www.gov.idaho.gov

Sincerely
Dee Ann Spencer
Recording Secy
Cache Peak Civic Assn.
435-827-5573


Cordell Sheridan, President
Cache Peak Civic Assn.
Almo, Idaho 208-824-5531


Dee Ann

